
Individuals from the SRVS/Tipton Enhanced Learning 
Center in Covington, TN explored worlds of biology, 
history and science during a trip to the Discovery Park 
of America in Union City, TN on February 28, 2014. 

“I try to look for engaging, meaningful outings for 
our adults,” said Ginny Oceguera, Manager of the 
SRVS/Tipton County Enhanced Learning Center.

At the same time Oceguera reached out to Discovery 
Park of America about planning the SRVS trip, the 
park had just finished creating a program that 
provided a discounted admission rate for those 
who are recipients of Tennessee Department of 
Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities benefits. 

“The staff of Discovery Park of America went out of their 
way to accommodate our needs,” said Oceguera.  “I was 
grateful for how embracing they were of our group.” 

An interactive menagerie among the three floors of the 
discovery center, the group saw aquatic life through an 
underwater view of an aquarium exhibit, and took a 
walking history  tour of the region. They explored cars 

and military vehicles from the last century, engaged 
life-size dinosaur skeleton replicas and interfaced with 
touch displays on space, light, electricity and water.

“Every part of the museum had something interesting 
for our individuals and chaperones,” said Oceguera. 
“Everyone really loved the classic cars and old military 
vehicles that they could look at and climb into.”

Marlyn Seagraves, a volunteer with the SRVS/Tipton 
group, who has been educating children for over 
thirty years with a focus in special education found the 
museum to be a fantastic experience for the individuals. 

Seagraves believes with having these engaging 
opportunities in the community for individuals opens 
up new worlds and a new  way of thinking for them.  

“The whole group could not stop talking about what 
they saw on the trip home,” said Seagraves. “It is totally 
amazing what these kids can do once they realize what 
is out there. It’s a whole new world for these kids.”
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